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The Month of Nissan
Mesorah — Rosh Chodesh Program
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This month shall mark for you the beginning of the months; it shall be the first of the months of
the year for you.
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He showed him the moon in the first stage of its renewal, and He said to him, “The time when
the moon renews itself thus, shall be unto you the beginning of the month) .”The translation
therefore is: “This stage of renewal (w7r) shall be the moment of beginning the months”; cf.
Mekhilta d'Rabbi Yishmael 12:2:2 .(But no Scriptural verse can lose its literal meaning, and He
really spoke this in reference to the month Nisan: this month shall be the beginning in the order
of counting the months, so that lyar shall be called the second, Sivan the third.
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Fish rise to the surface when it rains and open their mouths to taste rainwater.
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When a man takes a new wife...
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and with the sweetness of the produce of the sun, and with the sweetness of the moon’s yield.

6)Rabbi Shneur Ashkenazi:

When a couple marries, the words used in marking the date in the kesubah is chodesh (“On this
and this day of the week in this and this day of the chodesh”), but in a get, the bill of divorce, the
word yerach is used (“on this and this day of the yerach”). Why:The Levush (Rabbi Mordechai
Yoffe, 1530-1612) finds an interesting allusion to this in the Torah itself, noting that regarding
marriage the Torah states, nwTN NYN NP> », “When a man will take a new wife;” the use of the
word NwTN connotes the connection between marriage and renewal. In contrast, in Moshe’s
parting blessing to the Jewish nation, he mentions the “the sweetness of the moon’s yield,” using
the phrase “0>n7> w7).” The word w1 can also mean divorce, indicating that divorce is connected
to N9, or moon.

The explanation, then, is as follows: Life can be lived in two ways, like a chodesh or like a
yerach. One may live in such a way that every day is new, where every day of marriage is like the
wedding day, with each half investing just as much to win over the other’s heart as the day they
met—putting the other in the center, honoring them, and surprising them. Conversely, a yerach
marriage lacks the renewal aspect. The moon may orbit again and again, but it’s possible that
nothing new happens in the interim. Here are two people sharing a home but effectively living two
separate lives, without no real connection between them—because they aren’t doing anything to
keep the marriage new, G-d forbid.
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Several years ago I listened to a radio interview with a famous Israeli author. The interviewer
asked, “You’re married for over fifty years; how do you do it?” The author replied, “We get
married again every day.”
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Now the purport of the expression, 7his month shall be unto you the beginning of months, is that

Israel is to count this as the first of the months, and from it they are to count all months — second,

third, etc., until a year of twelve months is completed — in order that there be through this

enumeration a remembrance of the great miracle, [i.c., the exodus from Egypt, which occurred

in the first month]. Whenever we will mention the months, the miracle will be remembered. It is

for this reason that the months have no individual names in the Torah. Instead, Scripture says: In

the third month; And it came to pass in the second year, in the second month ... that the cloud was

taken up from over the Tabernacle of the Testimony; And in the seventh month, on the first day of
the month, etc., and so in all cases.

Just as in counting the weekdays we always remember the Shabbos-day since the weekdays have
no specific name of their own, but instead are called “one day in the Sabbath,” “the second day in
the Shabbos,” as I will explain, so we remember the exodus from Egypt in our counting “the first
month,” “the second month,” “the third month,” etc., to our redemption.

This order of the counting of the months is not in regard to the years, for the beginning of our

years is from Tishri, [the seventh month], as it is written, And the feast of ingathering at the turn of
the year, and it is further written, And the feast of ingathering, at the end of the year. If so, when

we call the month of Nisan the first of the months and Tishri the seventh, the meaning thereof is

“the first [month] to the redemption” and “the seventh month” thereto. This then is the intent of the

expression, it shall be the first month to you, meaning that it is not the first in regard to the year

but it is the first “to you,” i.e., that it be called “the first” for the purpose of remembering our

redemption.

Our Rabbis have already mentioned this matter when saying, “The names of the months came up
with us from Babylon,” since at first we had no names for the months. The reason for this
[adoption of the names of the months when our ancestors returned from Babylon to build the
Second Temple], was that at first their reckoning was a memorial to the exodus from Egypt, but



when we came up from Babylon, and the words of Scripture were fulfilled — And 1t shall no more
be said: As the Eternal liveth, that brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt, but:
As the Eternal liveth that brought up and that led the children of Israel from the land of the north
— from then on we began to call the months by the names they were called in the land of
Babylon. We are thus reminded that there we stayed [during our exile] and from there, blessed G-d
brought us up [to our Land]. These names — Nisan, lyar, and the others — are Persian names and
are to be found only in the books of the prophets of the Babylonian era and in the Scroll of Esther.
It is for this reason that Scripture says, In the first month, which is the month of Nisan, just as it
says, they cast ‘pur,’ that is, the lot. To this day, people of Persia and Media use these names of
the months — Nisan, Tishri, and the others — as we do. Thus through the names of the months we
remember our second redemption even as we had done until then with regard to the first one.
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DYWTN WX D59 M w1INN, from now on these months will be yours, to do with as you like. This
is by way of contrast to the years when you were enslaved when you had no control over your
time or timetable at all. While you were enslaved, your days, hours, minutes even, were always at
the beck and call of your taskmasters.
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One who sees a man named Huna in a dream, it is a sign that a miracle will be performed for
him, because the letter nun in the name Huna represents the word nes, miracle. One who sees a

man named Hanina, Hananya, or Yohanan, it is a sign that many miracles will be performed
for him, since the letter nun appears twice in those names.

Yo7 is related to the word o).
2 nuns in the word represents “miracles of miracles.”
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When Hashem chose his world he established heads of months and years, and when he chose
Yaakov and his children he established the head of the month of redemption.
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Keep the month of spring, and make the Passover offering to the Lord, your God, for in the month
of spring, the Lord, your God, brought you out of Egypt at night.
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Keep the month of spring: Heb .2>ax .Before it [Nissan] arrives, watch that it should be fit for
the ,2>an ripening [capable of producing ripe ears of barley by the sixteenth of the month], to offer
up in it the omer meal offering. And if not, proclaim it a leap year [thereby enabling you to
wait another month, until the barley ripens]. — [San. 11b]
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23N can be broken down into an, father of 2>, signifying the twelve months of the year. Nissan is
the “father” the source, of the twelve months of the year.

15) The Y of the month: Hbv

The lamb symbolizes the Pesach sacrifice, the first sacrifice of the Jewish people to Hashem just
before their redemption. The Jewish people itself is symbolized by a lamb (surrounded by seventy
wolves). Of all of Hashem’s creations, the lamb possesses the innate ability to arouse mercy by its
voice (the origin of the sense of speech of the month of Nisan). (Rabbi Yitzchak Ginsburgh, based
on Sefer Yetzira)

16) vav of the month: H NN’

Nisan is connected to the tribe of Yehudah. The meaning of the name Yehudah is™to give thank,
alluding to speech. The archetype of kingship, King David, is a descendant of Yehudah. Kingship
also alludes to speech, for a king rules over his people through his words, which are received as
commands: for the word of the king is his rule.” The Talmud says that Nisan initiates the New
Year of Kings. It is thus a new beginning for the power of leadership, for speech, and also for
expressing thanks. Because of the Redemption in this month, it is our duty to thank, laud praise,
glorify, exalt, adore, bless, elevate, and honor the One who did all these miracles for our ancestors
and for us. (Rabbi Dov Ber Pinson, based on Sefer Yetzira)
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The first of Nissan is the Rosh Hashana for king and for festivals.

18)Faculty of the month: Speech

The faculty corresponding to Nisan is speech. Just as Hashem created the world with speech, so
do we create our world, or at least our experience of the world, with speech. A slave is someone
who has no voice, nor the power to create his or her reality. ....The word Haggadah means -
telling. During the Seder we speak at length about our Redemption from collective and personal
slavery. Thus, each year we receive the ability to proclaim our freedom on higher and higher
levels. (Rabbi Dov Ber Pinson, based on Sefer Yetzira)
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