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 1( שמות יב:ב 
שָנָָֽה׃ַהַ  יַה  ֶ֖ םַלְחׇדְשׁ  וֹןַהוּאַ֙לָכֶֶ֔ יםַרִאשׁׁ֥ אשַׁחֳדָשִִׁׁ֑ םַר ֹ֣ זֶֶּ֛הַלָכֶֶ֖ דֶשַׁה   ח ֹ֧

This month shall mark for you the beginning of the months; it shall be the first of the months of 
the year for you. 
 

 2( רש"י שמות יב:ב
ין שַׁיִהְיֶהַלְךַָר אשַׁח דֶשַׁ)מכילתא(.ַוְא  דּ  ַמִתְח  ח  יָר  רַלוַֹכְשֶׁה  אַַַהחדשַהזה.ַהֶרְאָהוַּלְבָנָהַבְחִדּוּשָׁהַּוְאָמ  מִקְרָאַיוֹצ 

נִי, אַאִיָרַקָרוּיַשׁ  דֶרַמִנְי ןַהֶחֳדָשִׁים,ַשֶׁיְה  רַלוֹ,ַזֶהַיִהְיֶהַר אשַׁלְס  לַח דֶשַׁנִיסָןַאָמ  יַפְשׁוּטוֹ,ַע   סִיוָןַשְׁלִישִׁיַ:ַמִיד 
 

He showed him the moon in the first stage of its renewal, and He said to him, “The time when 

the moon renews itself thus, shall be unto you the beginning of the month(  .”The translation 

therefore is: “This stage of renewal (  חדש)   shall be the moment of beginning the months”; cf. 

Mekhilta d'Rabbi Yishmael 12:2:2  .)But no Scriptural verse can lose its literal meaning, and He 

really spoke this in reference to the month Nisan: this month shall be the beginning in the order 

of counting the months, so that Iyar shall be called the second, Sivan the third. 

 
חידוש  =חודש   

 

 3( מדרש תנחומא –  נח 
Fish rise to the surface when it rains and open their mouths to taste rainwater. 
 

 4( דברים כד:ה 
הַ חַאִישַׁ֙אִשָֹ֣ ׁ֥ י־יִק  ה כִָֽ חֲדָשָָׁ֔  

When a man takes a new wife… 
 

 5( דברים לג:יד 
ים  ִֽ ֶּ֥רֶשַׁיְרָח  גֶדַגֶׁ֥ מֶשַׁוּמִמֶֶ֖ תַשִָׁׁ֑ גֶדַתְבוּא ֹ֣  וּמִמֶֶ֖

and with the sweetness of the produce of the sun, and with the sweetness of the moon's yield. 
 
6)Rabbi Shneur Ashkenazi: 
When a couple marries, the words used in marking the date in the kesubah is chodesh (“On this 
and this day of the week in this and this day of the chodesh”), but in a get, the bill of divorce, the 
word yerach is used (“on this and this day of the yerach”). Why?The Levush (Rabbi Mordechai 
Yoffe, 1530-1612) finds an interesting allusion to this in the Torah itself, noting that regarding 
marriage the Torah states, כיַיקחַאשהַחדשה, “When a man will take a new wife;” the use of the 
word חדשה connotes the connection between marriage and renewal. In contrast, in Moshe’s 
parting blessing to the Jewish nation, he mentions the “the sweetness of the moon's yield,” using 
the phrase “גרשַירחים.” The word גרש can also mean divorce, indicating that divorce is connected 
to ירח, or moon.  
 
The explanation, then, is as follows: Life can be lived in two ways, like a chodesh or like a 
yerach. One may live in such a way that every day is new, where every day of marriage is like the 
wedding day, with each half investing just as much to win over the other’s heart as the day they 
met—putting the other in the center, honoring them, and surprising them. Conversely, a yerach 
marriage lacks the renewal aspect. The moon may orbit again and again, but it’s possible that 
nothing new happens in the interim. Here are two people sharing a home but effectively living two 
separate lives, without no real connection between them—because they aren’t doing anything to 
keep the marriage new, G-d forbid.  
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Several years ago I listened to a radio interview with a famous Israeli author. The interviewer 
asked, “You’re married for over fifty years; how do you do it?” The author replied, “We get 
married again every day.” 
 

ןשודש הראחו  
 

 יב:ב שמות,   -רמב"ן )7
,ַשימנוַאותוַישראלַחדשַהראשון,ַוממנוַימנוַכלַהחדשיםַשניַושלישיַעדַַהחדש הזה לכם ראש חדשיםוטעםַַ

,ַַיהיה הנס נזכרתשלוםַהשנהַבשניםַעשרַחדש,ַכדיַשיהיהַזהַזכרוןַבנסַהגדול,ַכיַבכלַעתַשנזכירַהחדשיםַַ
ויהיַבשנהַהשניתַבחדשַַ ואומרַ י״ט:א׳(,ַ )שמותַ כןַאיןַלחדשיםַשםַבתורה,ַאלאַיאמרַבחדשַהשלישיַ ועלַ

ַהשניַנעלהַהענןַ)במדברַיַיא(,ַובחדשַהשביעיַבאחדַלחודשַוגו'ַ)שםַכטַא(,ַוכןַכלם:ַ
ַ

שתהיהַהזכירהַביוםַהשבתַבמנותינוַממנוַאחדַבשבתַושניַבשבת,ַכאשרַאפרשַ)רמב"ןַעלַשמותַכ׳:ח׳(,ַַַוכמו
כךַהזכירהַביציאתַמצריםַבמנותינוַהחדשַהראשוןַוהחדשַהשניַוהשלישיַלגאולתינו,ַשאיןַהמניןַהזהַלשנה,ַַ
בצאתַַ טז(ַ כגַ )שםַ וכתיבַ השנה,ַ תקופתַ האסיףַ וחגַ ל״ד:כ״ב(ַ )שמותַ דכתיבַ מתשרי,ַ שנותינוַ תחלתַ שהריַ

ראשון  השנה,ַאםַכןַכשנקראַלחדשַניסןַראשוןַולתשריַשביעי,ַפתרונוַראשוןַלגאולהַושביעיַאליהַוזהַטעםַַ
ַ,ַשאיננוַראשוןַבשנה,ַאבלַהואַראשוןַלכם,ַשנקראַלוַלזכרוןַגאולתינו:ַַהוא לכם

ַ
ַַַַוכבר ואמרו הענין,ַ זהַ רבותינוַ מבבלהזכירוַ עמנו  עלו  חדשים  כיַַַַשמות  ט(,ַ מחַ ב"רַ ב,ַ אַ ר"הַ )ירושלמיַ

מתחלהַלאַהיוַלהםַשמותַאצלנו,ַוהסבהַבזה,ַכיַמתחלהַהיהַמניינםַזכרַליציאתַמצרים,ַאבלַכאשרַעלינוַַ
ידַ טזַ )ירמיהַ הכתובַ מהַשאמרַ ונתקייםַ מארץַַ-מבבלַ ישראלַ בניַ אתַ העלהַ אשרַ ה'ַ חיַ עודַ יאמרַ ולאַ טו(ַ

מצריםַכיַאםַחיַה'ַאשרַהעלהַואשרַהביאַאתַבניַישראלַמארץַצפון,ַחזרנוַלקראַהחדשיםַבשםַשנקראיםַַ
ולאַַ פרסיים,ַ וזולתםַשמותַ איירַ ניסןַ כיַאלהַהשמותַ העלנוַהש"יַ ומשםַ עמדנוַ כיַשםַ להזכירַ בבל,ַ בארץַ
ימצאַרקַבספריַנביאיַבבלַ)זכריהַאַז,ַעזראַוַטו,ַנחמיהַאַא(ַובמגילתַאסתרַ)גַז(.ַולכןַאמרַהכתובַבחדשַַ
הראשוןַהואַחדשַניסן,ַכמוַהפילַפורַהואַהגורלַ)שם(.ַועודַהיוםַהגויםַבארצותַפרסַומדיַכךַהםַקוראיםַַ

ַאותםַניסןַותשריַוכלםַכמונו.ַוהנהַנזכירַבחדשיםַהגאולהַהשניתַכאשרַעשינוַעדַהנהַבראשונהַ:
 

Now the purport of the expression, This month shall be unto you the beginning of months, is that 
Israel is to count this as the first of the months, and from it they are to count all months — second, 
third, etc., until a year of twelve months is completed — in order that there be through this 
enumeration a remembrance of the great miracle, [i.e., the exodus from Egypt, which occurred 
in the first month]. Whenever weַַwill mention the months, the miracle will be remembered. It is 
for this reason that the months have no individual names in the Torah. Instead, Scripture says: In 
the third month; And it came to pass in the second year, in the second month … that the cloud was 
taken up from over the Tabernacle of the Testimony; And in the seventh month, on the first day of 
the month, etc., and so in all cases.  
 

Just as in counting the weekdays we always remember the Shabbos-day since the weekdays have 
no specific name of their own, but instead are called “one day in the Sabbath,” “the second day in 
the Shabbos,” as I will explain, so we remember the exodus from Egypt in our counting “the first 
month,” “the second month,” “the third month,” etc., to our redemption. 
 

This order of the counting of the months is not in regard to the years, for the beginning of our 
years is from Tishri, [the seventh month], as it is written, And the feast of ingathering at the turn of 
the year, and it is further written, And the feast of ingathering, at the end of the year. If so, when 
we call the month of Nisan the first of the months and Tishri the seventh, the meaning thereof is 
“the first [month] to the redemption” and “the seventh month” thereto. This then is the intent of the 
expression, it shall be the first month to you, meaning that it is not the first in regard to the year 
but it is the first “to you,” i.e., that it be called “the first” for the purpose of remembering our 
redemption. 
 

Our Rabbis have already mentioned this matter when saying, “The names of the months came up 
with us from Babylon,” since at first we had no names for the months. The reason for this 
[adoption of the names of the months when our ancestors returned from Babylon to build the 
Second Temple], was that at first their reckoning was a memorial to the exodus from Egypt, but 



3 
 

when we came up from Babylon, and the words of Scripture were fulfilled — And it shall no more 
be said: As the Eternal liveth, that brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt, but: 
As the Eternal liveth that brought up and that led the children of Israel from the land of the north 
— from then on we began to call the months by the names they were called in the land of 
Babylon. We are thus reminded that there we stayed [during our exile] and from there, blessed G-d 
brought us up [to our Land]. These names — Nisan, Iyar, and the others — are Persian names and 
are to be found only in the books of the prophets of the Babylonian era and in the Scroll of Esther. 
It is for this reason that Scripture says, In the first month, which is the month of Nisan, just as it 
says, they cast ‘pur,’ that is, the lot. To this day, people of Persia and Media use these names of 
the months — Nisan, Tishri, and the others — as we do. Thus through the names of the months we 
remember our second redemption even as we had done until then with regard to the first one. 
 

 ספורנו יב:א   )8
מכאןַואילךַיהיוַהחדשיםַשלכם,ַלעשותַבהםַכרצונכם,ַאבלַבימיַהשעבודַלאַַַַהחדש הזה לכם ראש חדשים.

התחילַַ בוַ כיַ השנה.ַ לחדשיַ לכםַ הואַ ראשוןַ לפיכךַ ורצונם,ַ אחריםַ לעבודתַ היוַ אבלַ שלכם,ַ ימיכםַ היוַ
ַמציאותכםַהבחירייַ:

 
 from now on these months will be yours, to do with as you like. This ,החודשַהזהַלכםַראשַחדשים
is by way of contrast to the years when you were enslaved when you had no control over your 
time or timetable at all. While you were enslaved, your days, hours, minutes even, were always at 
the beck and call of your taskmasters. 
 

 חודש ניסן 
 

 השנה יא:א ראש  )9
לַ  בְנִיסָןַנִגְאֲלוַּבְנִיסָןַעֲתִידִיןַלִיגָא 

 
 10) ברכות נז:א

חֲלוֹםַהוּנָאַַהָרוֹאֶה סַַ—ַב  עֲשָהַנ  נְיָא,ַחֲנִינָא.ַַלוַֹנ  יַ—ַַיוֹחָנָן,ַחֲנ  נִסִיםַַַנִס   
 

One who sees a man named Huna in a dream, it is a sign that a miracle will be performed for 
him, because the letter nun in the name Huna represents the word nes, miracle. One who sees a 
man named Ḥanina, Ḥananya, or Yoḥanan, it is a sign that many miracles will be performed 
for him, since the letter nun appears twice in those names. 
 
  .נסים is related to the word ניסןַַ
2 nuns in the word represents “miracles of miracles.” 
 

 11( מדרש רבה שמות טו:יא 
רַבְי עֲק בַוּבָנָיוַַ יַחֳדָשִׁיםַוְשָׁנִים,ַוּכְשֶׁבָח  עַבוַֹרָאשׁ  קָדוֹשַׁבָרוּךְַהוּאַבְעוֹלָמוֹ,ַקָב  רַה  עַבוַֹר אשַׁחֳדָשִׁיםַמִשֶבָח   קָב 

When Hashem chose his world he established heads of months and years, and when he chose 
Yaakov and his children he established the head of the month of redemption. 
 
 

דש האביבחו  

 12) דברים טז:א 
ֶַֽ֖֖ ָֽ חַל  ס  יתַָפֶֶ֔ יבַוְעָשִֹ֣ אָבִֶ֔ דֶשַׁהָָֽ ַַַ'הַשָׁמוֹרַ֙אֶת־ח ֹ֣ יאֲךָָ֜ יבַהוֹצִִ֨ אָבִִ֗ דֶשַׁהָָֽ יַבְח ֹ֣ יךַָכִִּ֞ יְלָהקַאֱלַֹ'האֱלֹהִֶׁ֑ יִםַלָָֽ ֶ֖  :יךַָמִמִצְר 

Keep the month of spring, and make the Passover offering to the Lord, your God, for in the month 
of spring, the Lord, your God, brought you out of Egypt at night. 
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 ז:א , דברים ט רש"י )31
יב אֶת־חֹדֶש שָמוֹר אָב  אַשְׁמ רַבוֹאוַֹמִק דֶם:ַהִָֽ קְרִיבַ–ַלְאָבִיבַַרָאוּיַשֶׁיְה  תַאֶתַבוַַֹלְה  רַַלָאוַַוְאִם,ַהָע מֶרַַמִנְח  ב  ַַאֶתַע 
שָנָה  (:א"יַַסנהדרין'ַעי)ַה 

Keep the month of spring: Heb ַַ ַַאָבִיב. . Before it [Nissan] arrives, watch that it should be fit for 
the ,ַַאָבִיבַַ ripening [capable of producing ripe ears of barley by the sixteenth of the month], to offer 
up in it the omer meal offering. And if not, proclaim it a leap year [thereby enabling you to 
wait another month, until the barley ripens]. — [San. 11b] 

 14) רבינו בחיי שמות יג:ד
 signifying the twelve months of the year. Nissan is ,יב father of ,אב can be broken down into אביב 
the “father” the source, of the twelve months of the year. 

 
15) The  מזל of the month: טלה 
The lamb symbolizes the Pesach sacrifice, the first sacrifice of the Jewish people to Hashem just 
before their redemption. The Jewish people itself is symbolized by a lamb (surrounded by seventy 
wolves). Of all of Hashem’s creations, the lamb possesses the innate ability to arouse mercy by its 
voice (the origin of the sense of speech of the month of Nisan). (Rabbi Yitzchak Ginsburgh, based 
on Sefer Yetzira) 

 יהודה :of the month שבט )16 
Nisan is connected to the tribe of Yehudah. The meaning of the name Yehudah is˜to give thank, 
alluding to speech. The archetype of kingship, King David, is a descendant of Yehudah. Kingship 
also alludes to speech, for a king rules over his people through his words, which are received as 
commands: for the word of the king is his rule.” The Talmud says that Nisan initiates the New 
Year of Kings. It is thus a new beginning for the power of leadership, for speech, and also for 
expressing thanks. Because of the Redemption in this month, it is our duty to thank, laud praise, 
glorify, exalt, adore, bless, elevate, and honor the One who did all these miracles for our ancestors 
and for us. (Rabbi Dov Ber Pinson, based on Sefer Yetzira) 
 

 17) משנה ראש השנה א:א 
מְלָכִיםַוְלָרְגָלִים שָנָהַל  ַ.בְאֶחָדַבְנִיסָןַר אשַׁה 

The first of Nissan is the Rosh Hashana for king and for festivals. 
 

18)Faculty of the month: Speech 
The faculty corresponding to Nisan is speech. Just as Hashem created the world with speech, so 
do we create our world, or at least our experience of the world, with speech. A slave is someone 
who has no voice, nor the power to create his or her reality. ….The word Haggadah means -
telling. During the Seder we speak at length about our Redemption from collective and personal 
slavery. Thus, each year we receive the ability to proclaim our freedom on higher and higher 
levels. (Rabbi Dov Ber Pinson, based on Sefer Yetzira) 
 

 19)פרי עץ חיים שער חג המצות :א
   a mouth that speaksפסחַ=ַפהַסח


