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RAvV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH

But why then is this celebration itself on so small a scale, so quiet,
and restricted in the Torah to the fleeting span of but a single day? And
on that day itself the celebration is marked by scarcely one positive
symbol, and is expressed merely in a negative way—by abstaining
from doing any work!

One day only? One quiet day? Only one quiet day for the Torah?
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RAV SOLOVEITCHIK

~= DRI - and prepare them. Onkelos translates this word as prepare. Holiness means prepa-
ration. Holiness is not a transcendental phenomenon which arrives against man’s will. Man does
not bear the yoke of holiness if he does not want it. Man must choose it, wait for it, yearn for it.
Only then does holiness descend slowly and cleave to us.

very real\liach Jew must develop within himself the ability to experience the Ribbono shel Olam.
Though we can neither see nor hear Him, we still must experience the Presence of God.

There is a tendency to pay lip service to this concept, but mindless recitation of this article of
faith is insufficient. A Jew is required to develop within himself the ability to feel closeness with the
Ribbono shel Olam, to see Him in every phenomenon—in historical events as well as the majesty of
nature. One must perceive God not only in the miraculous, but also in natural phenomena, as well
as in one’s own historical destiny. (Noraos Harav, Vol. 15, pp. 35—@
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RABBI JONATHON SACKS

The desertis a place of silence. There is nothing visually to distract you, and there is no
ambient noise to muffle sound. To be sure, when the Israelites received the Torah, there
was thunder and lightening and the sound of a shofar. The earth felt as if it were shaking at
its foundations. But in a later age, when the prophet Elijah stood at the same mountain
after his confrontation with the prophets of Baal, he encountered God not in the whirlwind
or the fire or the earthquake but in the kol demamah dakah, the still, small voice, literally
“the sound of a slender silence.”

| define this as the sound you can only hear if you are listening. In the silence of the midbar,
the desert, you can hear the Medaber, the Speaker, and the medubar, that which is spoken.
To hear the voice of God you need a listening silence in the soul...

From time to time, we need to step back from the noise and hubbub of the social world and
create in our hearts the stillness of the desert where, within the silence, we can hear the kol
demamah dakah, the still, small voice of God...

RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH

And thus, this still and silent day of the Torah, bare of any adorn-
ment or symbol, enters your life. Strange it is how, in all its stillness,
this Day of Revelation is so impressive, in all its silence so eloquent, in
spite of the absence of any symbols so full of significance; the day of
“the Giving of the Law" invites you to meditate earnestly on the
uniqueness of the Torah which it brought to you, and to realise the

This, then, is the final reason why the Torah rejects any symbolic
expression and even any designation of Shavuoth as the Festival of
Revelation. From the very beginning it should clearly be conveyed to
us that the Torah, the quintessence of all that is good and precious, is
not satisfied that we devote a Festival—be it a day, a week or even a
month—to it. The Torah demands of us the dedication of every hour
and every moment throughout the year.

God has designated the Torah to be the soul of our whole life—
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RaABBI DR. JuLlus HIRSCH

us 'i’?’ 1) M9WN "1 NX: The singular of the first question is followed
by the plural of the second. We surmise that the second includes a
reference to 711n: Who will champion My cause and that of My Law?
At this challenge the distant descendant of the ancestor who responded
to this call uttered the same »17 to dedicate himself to the service of
God: Here I am, send me! Like the op7W who serve You with veiled
faces and covered feet, T will devote all my strength to carrying out the
tasks for which I will be designated.

RABBI SACKS A LETTER IN THE SCROLL
lorder, one that honors the “image of God” in mankimi More

han the Bible is interested in the home God ma%for man,
%15 concerned with the home man makes for God) Funda- I
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Rav Hutner’s tendency toward breadth goes much further than that. In
his Igeros (pg. 84), he answers a student who felt like he was split, living
a double life — a life of Torah and a secular life centered around a career
— and was seeking guidance. Rav Hutner answered with a metaphor: Ifa
person has a home, and in addition he takes up residence in a hotel, he is
living a double life. But if the person has a home that has two rooms, he is
not living a double life, he is living a broad life. By placing it all under only
one roof, there is a broad unity, not a split. “Bekhol derakhakha da’eihu —
know Him in all your ways.”
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Some speakers are talented at communicating ideas. They are well
organized, articulate and effectively transmit the information, idea or
concept. Yet as successful as these speakers are, their content remains
intellectual, cognitive, and abstract. Much more rare and unusual are
those speakers that are able to paint a picture with their words. Their
message is so compelling and persuasive, the listener not only hears
what they are saying, but sees their vision and pictures themselves living
the life being described. This information doesn’t remain abstract and
theoretical, but is absorbed by the listener such that they can envision
themselves transformed and behaving differently.

The giving of the Torah was undoubtedly an educational, pedagogic
experience. Laws and rules were communicated and transmitted to a
nation that was now bound to observe them. For most people law is dry,
sterile, and uninspiring. Law books and statutory codes are for reference
only and are grossly unexciting and monotonous. One could easily
have mistaken Matan Torah as an information session, an intellectual
transmission of the new laws incumbent on the people. Perhaps the
Torah is telling us that this description couldn’t be further from the truth.

At that fateful and faithful moment at Sinai, Hashem painted a picture
for his people of a purpose-driven life, of an existence that is sacred and
sanctified, of a lifestyle that is extraordinarily rewarding and spiritually

satisfying. Perhaps V'chol ha'am ro'im es ha’kolos means they didn't hear
about 39 categories of forbidden creative labor on Shabbos, they saw what
a Shabbos is like, they felt the serenity, tranquility and rest that Shabbos
provides. They heard the laws of Shabbos but they pictured the Shabbos
table filled with family and friends, they smelled the cholent and tasted
the chicken soup. At Har Sinai, they didn’t just hear about the detailed
laws of the prohibition against stealing, they envisioned an ethical society
and pictured themselves submitting honest tax returns.

Indeed, Har Sinai is the defining moment of our history not for the laws
that we heard but the pictures and the images that we saw and became the
vision of a lifestyle that is divinely enriching and elevating,
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RABBI IMMANUEL BERNSTEIN

the festival that celebrates our receiving it.[Qur Sages relate that the
shofar which accompanied the receiving of the Torah at Mount Sinai
was the left horn of the ram which Avraham sacrificed at the time of
the Akeidah. They further state that the right horn of that ram is the
“Great Shofar” which will sound at the time of the Mashiach. This
means that the process of redemption, which will culminate with the
arrival of Mashiach, actually began with the giving of the Torah at Sinai,
for contained therein is everything necessary for the rectification and
perfection of the world, The tools with which we elevate our lives and
transform the world that surrounds us into a Godly place are to be
found within the Torah we received all those years ago—and which we

continue to receive each yeaa
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