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MESORAH BALTIMORE: KISLEV/DAY 6 OF CREATION
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Authenticity means erasing the gap between what you firmly believe inside and what you reveal to the
outside world - Adam Grant

RABBI DR. AVRAHAM J. TWERSKY

G-d therefore addressed this newly fashioned lump of clay which was to be man, and said, “Let us make
man. You and | together will make man. | will give you the capacities and the potential and | will assist you
in the process, but the work must ultimately be your own. | can create many beings that are perfect from
their incipience, but that is not My concept of man.”

We can therefore understand why the Talmud often refers to a person who lives a Torah life as being “a
partner to G-d in the work of creation.” We can see how appropriate this term is, for ltimate man requires a
partnership between man and G-d. Ultimate man, according to the Divine plan, can only be with man’s
participation in his own creation.
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Reward in this world can be natural or artificial. For example, when a
person promises his daughters alollipop for cleaning their room, the rec-
ompense is artificial, because there is no inherent connection between
the deed and the remuneration. On the other hand, if they find a miss-
ing toy while cleaning and also enjoy the sight of the clean room, they
are enjoying the natural consequences of the act. What kind of reward
is olam ha-ba?

Rambam writes that the Torah’s material blessings are not rewards for
choosing the right path, but rather are God's way of granting us an ideal
environment to pursue Torah and wisdom, thereby earning greater olam
ha-ba.*® When we collectively follow God’s will, He responds by maxi-
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RABBI TATZ

Let us think into this idea. There are many parallels between
Shabbos and olam ha'ba, the world-to-come. We prepare for
Shabbos on erev Shabbos, Friday, in ways very similar to the
way a person whose life has ended is prepared for that final

voyage: washed, nails trimmed, dressed in white. We prepare
everything which will be needed for Shabbos beforehand: wh'en
the sun sets one cannot prepare any longer. On Shabbos creative
activity in the physical sphere is frozen; the message is that after
the final transition from this world to the next, no more building
or preparing can be done. In the next world a neshama must
remain at the level which was attained during life. The ecstasy
of that existence is the sense of being which has resulted from
a lifetime of work. There one exists face-to-face, as it were, with
one’s own genuine personality; no illusions, no facade protect
one from reality. What has been built in the personality is real
there, in fact all the raw materials which one was given in this
world are stripped away, all that remains is the increase, the
change which has been achieved using that raw material. That
is the substance of the next world.
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Conversely, the pain of the next world is the sensation of
lack; lack of those parts of the neshama, lack of those middos
(personality traits), lack of those refinements which one could
have, should have, acquired in this life. Again, it is simply the
experiencing of one’s own reality with no buffer, no protective
layers intervening.

That is the great Shabbos. Activity frozen, a sense of the
results of a lifetime made clear. What was prepared is now real.
What was not prepared is forever lost. That world is an ocean
voyage; provisions taken along are available, enjoyed.
Provisions not taken are simply not available there.
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task ar usage. The ward chinuch is a special word thar implies the
realization of the already inherent capacity of a person or abject,
the actualization of a potential. This potential will remain hidden
unless we bring it out. Our task is to cause the porential to
cmerge, to accomplish the chimuch that will tensform the person
into a skilled artisan; will cause the house or vessels to fulfill their
hunctions, each room according to what it is best suited for, every
vessel or instrument according to the task for which it was designed
and prepared.
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RABBI J.J. SCHACHTER: THE EREV SHABBOS JEW

One year, in the course of an N21WN "’ NIWVY lecture that Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik (“the Rav”) used to deliver
annually in various venues in New York City, he deviated from his subject under discussion to make “a kind of a private
confession” of his own, sharing “a thought that has caused me loss of sleep.” He happily acknowledged thatevenina
world where “the profane and the secular reign supreme,” there are Jews who observe the Shabbat. “But,” he
continued, “it is not for the Shabbat that the heart aches, itis for erev Shabbat (the eve of Shabbat). There are
shomrei Shabbat Jews in America but there are no erev Shabbat Jews.
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