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And Gd said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide water
from water.
And Gd made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament
from the waters which were above the firmament: and it was so.
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And Gd called the firmament Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning
a second day
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Let the expansion become fixed; for although the heavens were created on the first day,
they were still in a fluid form, and they became solidified only on the second day at the
dread command (literally, rebuke) of the Holy One, blessed be He, when he said “Let
the firmament be stable” (Genesis Rabbah 4:2). It is to this that allusion is made in what
is written in (Job 26:11): “The pillars of heaven were trembling” (i. e. they were unstable)
— this was during the whole of the first day — and on the second (Job 26:11): “they
were astonished at His rebuke”, like a man who stands immovable, amazed at the
rebuke of one who terrifies him.
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IN THE MIDST OF THE WATERS — In the exact centre of the waters; o'n Jna
because there is the same distance between the upper waters and the firmament as
there is between the firmament and the waters that are upon the earth. Thus you may
infer that they (the upper waters) are suspended in space by the command of the King
(Genesis Rabbah 4
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It is not said here
hanging from above”, because they (the” 2yn but ,”upon the firmament® y'pain 7y
waters) were suspended in space (Genesis Rabbah 4:3). Why is it not stated in
reference to the work of the second day “that it was good”? Because the work
associated with water was not completed until the third day — He only began it on the
second — and anything that is not completed is not in a state of perfection and at its
best (and so cannot be termed “good”). Therefore on the third day when He completed
the work associated with water and another work was commenced and finished, the
are repeated, once in reference to the completion of the work of the second a1v > words
day, and again in reference to the completion of the work of that day (Genesis Rabbah
(4:10
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The word “n'w”, Heaven, may be regarded as made up of o' xw “Carry water”, or ow
o “There is water”, or o'i wx “Fire and water”. He mingled fire with water and of them
He made the heavens (Chagigah 12a).
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Why is “that it was good” not written regarding the second day? Rabbi Yohanan taught it
in the name of Rabbi Yosei ben Rabbi Halafta: It is because Gehenna was created on it,
as it is stated: “For the inferno is arranged from yesterday” (Isaiah 30:33) — a day that
has a yesterday, but does not have a day before yesterday.

Rabbi Hanina says: It is because division was created, as it is stated: “And let it divide
between water and water.” Rabbi Tavyomei said: If on account of division that is for the
improvement of the world and its settlement, there is no “that it was good,” division that
causes turmoil in the world, all the more so.

Rabbi Shmuel [bar Nahman] said: It is because the work of creating water was not
completed. That is why “that it was good” is written twice on the third day; once for the
work of creating the water, and once for the other work done on that day.



Source 4
Midrash Rabbah: Breisheet 3:8
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Rabbi Yohanan said: The angels [malakhim] were created on the second day. That is
what is written: “He covers His upper chambers with water; He makes clouds His
chariot; He proceeds on the wings of wind” (Psalms 104:3), and it is written: “He makes
the winds His messengers [malakhav]” (Psalms 104:4).
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Eight things were created on the second day, namely, the Well, the Manna, the Rod, the
Rainbow, the art of writing, the written characters, the Garments, and the destroying
spirits. Ten things arose in the thought (of the Creator), namely, Jerusalem," the spirits
of the patriarchs, the paths of the righteous, Hell (Gehenom), the waters of the flood, the
second tables, the shabbat, the temple and the light of the world to come.
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Midrash Breisheet Rabah 4
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Rabbi Hanina said: Fire emerged from on High and passed over the surface of the
firmament. When Rabbi Yohanan would reach this verse: “With His wind, the heavens
are enhanced” (Job 26:13), he would say: Rabbi Hanina taught me well. Rabbi Yudan
ben Rabbi Shimon said: The fire emerged from on High and burnished the surface of
the firmament. Rabbi Berekhya said in the name of Rabbi Abba bar Kahana: The act of
Creation came to teach something about the giving of the Torah, but ultimately learned
something from it. “Like [the day of] a splitting fire” (Isaiah 64:1) — when did fire split



between what was above and what was below, was it not at the giving of the Torah?
That is a rhetorical question. So it was at the creation of the world.
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Midrash Rabbah Breisheet 4:4
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The firmament is similar to a pool of water and above the pool is a dome. Because of
the pool there is condensation of thick drops, and they descend into the salt water but
do not intermingle.
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To Him who stretched out the earth above the waters: for His steadfast love endures
forever.
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“Gd said: Let there be a firmament in the midst of the water” — the Rabbis say it in the
name of Rabbi Hanina, Rabbi Pinhas, and Rabbi Yaakov bar Avin in the name of Rabbi
Shmuel bar Nahman: When the Holy One blessed be He said: “Let there be a
firmament in the midst of the water,” the middle drop [of water] congealed and thereby
the lower heavens and the upper highest heavens came about. Rav said: Their
substance on the first day was damp, and on the second day they congealed. “Let there
be a firmament” — let the firmament harden. Rabbi Yehuda bar Rabbi Simon said: Let
there be a lining for the firmament [rakia], as it says: “They flattened [vayraku] the
sheets of gold” (Exodus 39:3). Rabbi Hanina said: Fire emerged from on High and
passed over the surface of the firmament. When Rabbi Yohanan would reach this verse:
“With His wind, the heavens are enhanced” (Job 26:13), he would say: Rabbi Hanina
taught me well. Rabbi Yudan ben Rabbi Shimon said: The fire emerged from on High
and burnished the surface of the firmament. Rabbi Berekhya said in the name of Rabbi
Abba bar Kahana: The act of Creation came to teach something about the giving of the
Torah, but ultimately learned something from it. “Like [the day of] a splitting fire” (Isaiah
64:1) — when did fire split between what was above and what was below, was it not at
the giving of the Torah? That is a rhetorical question. So it was at the creation of the
world.
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Rabbi Yohanan said: The angels [malakhim] were created on the second day. That is
what is written: “He covers His upper chambers with water; He makes clouds His
chariot; He proceeds on the wings of wind” (Psalms 104:3), and it is written: “He makes
the winds His messengers” (Psalms 104:4).
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Tehilim 104:3
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who lays the beams of his chambers in the waters: who makes the clouds his chariot:
who walks upon the wings of the wind:
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“Who lays the beams of his chambers in the waters” began to explain the matter of this
rakia and how it was made, that the waters rose like a ceiling, which is the roof of the
building, and above it is the upper part of the building, because from there and upwards
it belongs to the edge of the sky, because it is not compatible with breathing for any
creatures, and also its ascents are called, after the ascent of the vapors. And so there
are thick clouds, because the vapors that rise and gather in the cold place, when the
heat spreads from them, will form thick clouds from them. And thus the Lord rides upon
this light vapor, as it says, "Behold, the Lord rides upon a light vapor that progresses,
bearing upon his mount." That this rider is one who goes on the wings of the wind, that
under the horses pulling the chariot, the wings of the wind will pull this chariot, that is to
say that the winds carry the vapors from place to place:
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Thus says the Lord, thy redeemer, and he that formed thee from the womb, | am the
Lord that makes all things; that stretches the heavens, alone; that spreads abroad the
earth by myself;
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it [the last word] is written [as two]: “who is with Me [mi iti]?” Who was partner with Me in

creation of the world? Rabbi Shmuel bar Ami said: From the beginning of the creation of
the world, the Holy One blessed be He desired to enter into a partnership with the

creations below.
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Shmot 39:3
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And they did beat the gold into thin plates, and cut it into wires, to work it in the blue,
and in the purple, and in the scarlet, and in the fine linen, the work of an artist.
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Yechezkel 1:22-26
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And over the heads of the living creatures there was the likeness of a firmament, like
the colour of the terrible ice, stretched out over their heads above.

n¥ MIN7 Niedn DINY YR N7 Niedn DAY Y'K7 ANINK™7% NYX NiNY! D)'932 V'iNn NNN|
DDA

And under the firmament their wings were held straight, the one toward the other:
everyone had two, which covered them, namely, everyone two, which covered their
bodies.
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And when they moved, | heard the noise of their wings, like the noise of great waters,
like the voice of the Almighty, the noise of a tumult, like the noise of a host: when they
stood still, they let down their wings.
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And there was a voice from above the firmament that was over their heads; when they
stood still, they let down their wings.
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And above the firmament that was over their heads was the likeness of a throne, in
appearance like a sapphire stone: and upon the likeness of the throne was the likeness
as the appearance of a man above upon it.
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Whence were the heavens created? From the light of the garment with which He was
robed. He took (of this light) and stretched it like a garment and (the heavens) began to
extend continually until He caused them to hear, "It is sufficient." Therefore is He called
God Almighty (El Shaddai), who said to the world: "/t is sufficient," and it stood (firm).
Whence do we know that the heavens were created from the light of His garment?
Because it is said, "Who coverest thyself with light as with a garment; who stretchest out
the heavens like a curtain" (Ps. 104:2).
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Whence was the earth created? He took of the snow (or ice) which was beneath His
Throne of Glory and threw it upon the waters, and the waters became congealed so that
the dust of the earth was formed, as it is said, "He saith to the snow, Be thou earth" (Job
37:6).
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The hooks of the heavens are fixed in the waters of the ocean. The waters of the ocean
are situated between the ends of the heavens and the ends of the earth. The ends of
the heavens are spread out over the waters of the ocean, as it is said, "Who layeth the
beams of his chambers in the waters" (Ps. 104:3).
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The dome (or inside shape) of the heavens ascends upwards like a tub, (that is to say)
like a tent (denda) which is spread out with its extremities (fixed) || downwards and its
dome stretching upwards so that people can sit beneath it and their feet stand on the
earth, whilst all of them are inside the tent; in like wise are the heavens, their extremities
are (fixed) downwards and their dome stretches upwards and all creatures dwell



beneath them as in a tent, as it is said, "And he spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in"
(Isa. 40:22).
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But what is the benefit imparted by the thread of sky-blue wool? The Gemara answers:
As it is taught in a baraita that Rabbi Meir would say: What is different about sky-blue
from all other colors such that it was specified for the mitzva of ritual fringes?

MN7X DIRCRYT MKW — Ti2dN RO NNRIT YL LYY NRIT 0,07 NRIT N7RNY 1190
"NQD MMNT 1'90 [AX NNIND” 1AM ,"IN07 D'AYN DYYII 190N NIA7 NYYN I'7220 NNNi 27X



It is because sky-blue dye is similar in its color to the sea, and the sea is similar to the
sky, and the sky is similar to the Throne of Glory, as it is stated: “And they saw the Gd of
Israel; and there was under His feet the like of a paved work of sapphire stone, and the
like of the very heaven for clearness” (Exodus 24:10). This verse shows that the
heavens are similar to sapphire, and it is written: “And above the firmament that was
over their heads was the likeness of a throne, as the appearance of a sapphire stone”
(Ezekiel 1:26). Therefore, the throne is similar to the heavens. The color of sky blue dye
acts as an indication of the bond between the Jewish people and the Divine Presence.
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Blessed are You, Gd our L-rd, King of the universe, Who spreads out the earth upon the
water.
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