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God said, “Let the water below the sky be gathered into one area, that the dry
land may appear.” And it was so.
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God called the dry land Earth—and called the gathering of waters Seas. And God
saw that this was good.
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And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation: seed-bearing plants, fruit trees of
every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so.
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The earth brought forth vegetation: seed-bearing plants of every kind, and trees of
every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that this was good.
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And there was evening and there was morning, a third day.
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THE GATHERING OF THE WATERS
ON the third day all the earth was flat like a plain and the waters covered the surface
of all the earth. When the word of the Almighty was uttered, "Let the waters be
gathered together" (Gen. 1:9), the mountains and hills arose from the ends of the
earth and they were scattered over the surface of all the earth, and valleys were
formed over the inner parts of the earth; and the waters were rolled together and
gathered into the valleys, as it is said, "And the gathering together of the waters he
called seas" (Gen. 1:10). Forthwith the waters became proud and they arose to cover
the earth as at first, when the Holy One, blessed be He, rebuked them || and subdued
them, and placed them beneath the soles of His feet, and measured them with the
hollow of His hand that they should neither decrease nor increase. He made the sand
as the boundary of the sea, just like a man who makes a fence for his vineyard. When
they rise and see the sand before them they return to their former place, as it is said,
"Fear ye not me? saith the Lord: will ye not tremble at my presence, which have
placed the sand for the bound of the sea?" (Jer. 5:22).
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Before the waters were gathered together the depths were created. These are the
depths which are beneath the earth; for the earth is spread upon the water like a ship
which floats in the midst of the sea, so likewise is the earth spread out over the water,
as it is said, "To him that spread forth the earth above the waters..." (Ps. 136:6). He
opened an entrance to the Garden of Eden because thence were planted upon the
face of all the earth all kinds of trees yielding fruit according to their kind, and all kinds
of herbs and grass thereof, and in them (was seed), as it is said, "Wherein is the seed




thereof, upon the earth" (Gen. 1:11). He prepared a table for the creatures whilst as
yet they were not created, as it is said, "Thou preparest a table before me" (Ps. 23:5).
All the fountains arise from the depths to give water to all creatures.
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The waters will gather from under the heavens- The depths, which were water and
dust, like the murky waters mixed up. He decreed on the waters that they should
gather in one place, surrounded on all sides, and He decreed on the dust that it
should ascend until it appeared on the water and it dried up, and the dry land would
be fit to settle, and so it says to spread out the land on the waters. And these were
two decrees were done by the will of God, opposite of their nature, for it is fitting to
honor the dirt and to degrade the water, to be the pillar of the earth, and the water
covers it from all sides. And therefore it says the water will gather from under the
heavens, meaning to a low place, and it says that the dry land will be visible

Tehillim 136.6
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Who spread the earth over the water,
—whose steadfast love is eternal;
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Who spreads out: This is a reminder of creation of land, what is the kindness? That he
nullified the nature of the water, whose nature is to go over the land as it was in the
beginning. It initially covered half the globe and in His kindness he gathered it to one
place to reveal dry land to create life and vegetation on it. And to spread means: that he
gave domain to the land over the water, even thought the water is higher than the land, he
gave the land a position that it would be “higher” so to speak — than the water so that the
water would not pass over the land. “That He made the sand as a border to the sea that it
shall not be trespassed as an everlasting law” and this is wondrous

THE SPLITTING OF THE SEA - UNDOING DAY 3 ...
WHAT ARE THE MESSAGES
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Then Moses held out his arm over the sea and GOD drove back the sea with a strong east
wind all that night, and turned the sea into dry ground. The waters were split,
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and the Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on
their right and on their left.
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The Egyptians came in pursuit after them into the sea, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and
riders.

LIKE A FISH .... ON DRY LAND?
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https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.14.20-21

PART2 - THE ‘SIN’ OF THE GROUND
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And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation: seed-bearing plants, fruit trees of
every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so.

On this Pasuk Rashi explains that the land itself had some sort of sin that it performed
and was punished.
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19 Yy FRUIT TREE — that the taste of the tree be exactly the same as that of the
fruit. It did not, however, do this, but (v. 13) “the earth brought forth a tree yielding fruit
and the tree itself was not a fruit; therefore when Adam was cursed on account of his
sin, it (the earth) was also visited (because of its sin) and was cursed also
(Genesis Rabbah 5:9).
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For He knows how we are formed;
He is mindful that we come from the dust (earth/ground)
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Then will | remember My covenant with Jacob; | will remember also My covenant with
Isaac, and also My covenant with Abraham; and | will remember the land.
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We come from dust, and return to dust.
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