Hope After Tears: A Journey Through the Second Day
Haftorah

1. ©-R:R% ¥ (Yirmiyahu 31:1-19)

1. So says Hashem: The people who
survived the sword found favor in the
wilderness, as Israel went to find its
rest.

2. From afar Hashem appeared to me: I
have loved you with an eternal love,
therefore I have drawn you close with
kindness.

3. Again I will build you and you will be
built, O maiden of Israel. Again you
will take up your drums and go out in
the dance of the joyous.

4. Again you will plant vineyards on the
hills of Shomron; the planters will
plant and enjoy their fruit.

5. For there will come a day when
watchmen will call out on the hills of
Ephraim: Arise, let us go up to Zion, to
Hashem our God!

6. For so says Hashem: Sing with joy
for Yaakov, cry out at the head of the
nations. Proclaim, give praise, and say:
Save Your people, Hashem, the
remnant of Israel!

7. Behold, I am bringing them from the
land of the north, and I will gather
them from the ends of the earth.
Among them the blind and the lame,
the pregnant woman and the one
giving birth together. A great assembly
will return here.
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8. With weeping they will come, and
with supplications I will lead them. I
will guide them to streams of water, on
a straight road on which they will not
stumble. For I have become a Father to
Israel, and Ephraim is My firstborn.

9. Hear the word of Hashem, O
nations, and tell it in the distant
islands. Say: He who scattered Israel
will gather him, and will guard him as a
shepherd guards his flock.

10. For Hashem has redeemed Yaakov
and delivered him from the hand of
one stronger than he.

11. They will come and sing on the
height of Zion, and they will stream to
the goodness of Hashem: to the grain,
the wine and the oil, and to the young
of the flocks and the cattle. Their soul
will be like a watered garden, and they
will never languish again.

12. Then the maiden will rejoice in the
dance, young men and elders together.
I will turn their mourning into joy, I
will comfort them and gladden them
out of their grief.

13. I will saturate the soul of the
kohanim with abundance, and My
people will be satisfied with My
goodness, says Hashem.

14. So says Hashem: A voice is heard in
Ramah, wailing, bitter weeping. Rachel
weeps for her children; she refuses to
be comforted for her children, for they
are gone.
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15. So says Hashem: Restrain your
voice from weeping and your eyes from
tears, for there is a reward for your
labor, says Hashem, and they will
return from the land of the enemy.

16. And there is hope for your future,
says Hashem, and the children will
return to their border.

17. I have surely heard Ephraim
lamenting: You disciplined me and I
was disciplined, like an untrained calf.
Bring me back and I will return, for
You are Hashem my God.

18. For after I returned, I felt remorse;
and after I came to know, I struck my
thigh. I was ashamed and also
humiliated, for I bore the disgrace of
my youth.

19. Is Ephraim not a precious son to
Me, a child of delight? For whenever I
speak of him I still remember him.
Therefore My innards yearn for him; I
will surely have compassion on him,
says Hashem.
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2. 7”2 xnnons 13 7998 (Eicha Rabba, Petichta 24)

At that moment Rachel our mother
leapt before the Holy One, blessed be
He, and said: Master of the Universe, it
is revealed before You that Yaakov
Your servant loved me with an
extraordinary love and worked for my
father seven years for my sake. And
when those seven years were
completed and the time of my marriage
to my husband arrived, my father
counseled to exchange me for my sister
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and give her to my husband. The
matter was exceedingly hard for me,
for the plan had become known to me,
so I told my husband and gave him a
sign by which he could tell me apart
from my sister, so that my father would
not be able to exchange me.

And afterward I changed my mind and
bore my own longing, and I had
compassion on my sister, that she
should not be put to shame. That
evening they exchanged my sister for
me and gave her to my husband, and I
handed my sister every one of the signs
I had given my husband, so that he
would think she was Rachel.

... I acted with kindness toward her,
and I was not jealous of her, and I did
not expose her to shame.

And if I, who am flesh and blood, dust
and ashes, was not jealous of my rival
and did not expose her to disgrace and
shame, then You, the living and
enduring King, the Compassionate
One, why were You jealous over
idolatry, which has no substance in it,
and exiled my children, so that they
were killed by the sword and the
enemies did with them as they pleased?

Immediately the compassion of the
Holy One, blessed be He, was stirred,
and He said: For your sake, Rachel, I
am returning Israel to their place. This
is what is written (Yirmiyahu 31:14):
"So says Hashem: A voice is heard in
Ramah, wailing, bitter weeping. Rachel
weeps for her children. ..”
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