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RAV IMMANUEL BERNSTEIN

Most people act very differently when they are guests in someone
else’s home than they do in their own home. They are still the same
people, but they simply have a sense of what behavior is appropriate
when in their own home, as opposed to someone else’s. If someone
should temporarily forget that he is in someone else’s home and believe
that it is his own, everything he would proceed to do would be “wrong,”
but all of it would ultimately be a symptom of flawed vision with regard
to his surroundings.

Throughout the year, our egos have us believe that we are the center
'of the universe, that we “own the house.” Many of our negative actions
are simply the natural product of this vision. Even some of our mitzvos
may have the quality of hosting Hashem as our Guest, so to speak. Rosh

Hashanah thus sets as its goal the reparation and restoration of our
vision. The Machzor guides us through a two-day journey of liberation
from our self-centered vision of the world. We focus on the theme of

Malchuyos — kingship, reminding ourselves Whose world it really is.
We express our hiopes for the way the world should really look — a
world run in accordance with fulfilling Hashem’s will.
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